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Abstract

This article aims an analysis of the collection that will compose the future Center
of Memory, Research and Documentation of the Center for Early Childhood
Education - Paulistinha School of Education of the Federal University of S&o
Paulo. Starting from the general analysis of both digital and physical files
allocated in the institution, the research showed the diversity of documents, and a
first impression of the institutional collection of Paulistinha, from its known history,
and its transformations over the last decades that have changed the daily life and
educational practices of the institution. The research highlights the importance of
the idealization and establishment of school memory centers, contributing to think
about the history of institutions, as in the process of formation of these spaces as
a safeguard of history, memory and institutional identity.

Keywords: Memory and Research Center. SchoolHeritage.
Nursery/UniversitySchool.

Patrimdnio Histérico Escolar: o Centro de Memoéria, Pesquisa e
Documentacédo da Paulistinha

Resumo

Esse artigo tem como objetivo uma andlise do acervo que ird compor o futuro
Centro de Memoria, Pesquisa e Documentacdo do Nucleo de Educacéo Infantil -
Escola Paulistinha de Educacgéao da Universidade Federal de S&o Paulo. Partindo
da analise geral dos arquivos tanto digitais como fisicos alocados na institui¢éo,
a pesquisa mostrou a diversidade de documentos, e uma primeira impressao do
acervo institucional da Paulistinha, a partir de sua histéria conhecida, e suas
transformagdes ao longo das ultimas décadas que mudaram o cotidiano e as
praticas educacionais da instituicdo. A pesquisa evidencia a importancia da
idealizacdo e estabelecimento de centros de memodria escolar, contribuindo para
se pensar na historia das instituicbes, como no processo de formacdo desses
espagos como resguardo da historia, da memoria e identidade institucional.
Palavras-chave: Centro de Memdria e Pesquisa. Patrimbénio Escolar.
Creche/Escola Universitéria.
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1 Introduction

In 2021, the Center for Early Childhood Education - Paulistinha School of
Education, at the Federal University of S&o Paulo (Unifesp) completed 50 years of
existence. To celebrate this great milestone, several extension actions were carried out in
order to rescue and preserve the memory and identity of this university daycare
center/school, as well as the construction of a collection and a Memory, Documentation
and Research Center in the institution. The idea of building this space arose from the
need to organize, in the school itself, a place to keep and exhibit didactic and
pedagogical materials and to provide opportunities for future research by teachers,
researchers and other members of the community about the school memory and the
history of NEI - Paulistinha. On the other hand, this would be a space to revisit the history
itself, gather elements and strengthen experiences that over time have been relegated to
the background or erased from the narrative taken as official about the origin and
specificities of this school institution.

At this point, Oliveira (2020), when talking about the history and the formation of
the Children's Community that decades later would be called NEI - Paulistinha, shows
part of the development process of this institution, as a form of resistance, forged in the
context of struggles and claims for better working conditions and meeting the demands of
working mothers, who needed a safe and close place for the care of their children; and
the incessant search for the guarantee of the right to education.

The author also presents the characteristics, singularities, some conceptions and
contradictions inherent to the multifaceted history of this institution, having as a time
frame the period from 1971 to 1996. Oliveira (2020) points out the acquisition of the new
building, in the early 1990s, as an important institutional milestone, corresponding to the
phase of "Paulistinha schooling” (OLIVEIRA, 2020), a movement understood as a greater
pedagogical professionalization of care. It dates from this period the first hiring of
recreationists and professionals with teacher training, as well as the first indications of

educational practices, detached from a vision of maternity and/or hygiene.
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Thus, it is thought to bring the discussion of what has been done to think about
preserving the school heritage and memory. Some examples of safeguarding and
preservation actions of school history and memory in Brazil are illustrative to understand
this issue. Souza (2013) brings references of school documentation centers in Brazil that
emerged from the need to think and expand the conception of what historical and cultural
heritage is to the field of History of Education. The author highlights that some of the
school documentation centers of reference in Brazil are linked to public universities, such
as the documentation and memory centers of UFMG, UNESP, UEFS and USP. Also, the
experiences of Santos and Araudjo (2019) demonstrate the importance of institutional
support from universities for the training and assistance of teachers in the management
of memory centers, as well as the role that this body plays in the training of these
professionals (SANTOS; ARAUJO, 2019), which can generate impacts in the realization
of practices together with students.

Several initiatives have been employed for the protection and management of
school heritage. Cunha (2015), however, shows concerns when stressing the importance
of keeping these archives. According to this author, it is necessary to think about a
greater attention to the school historical heritage and its constitution to help researchers
and historians of education and the challenges that followed in this continuous process of
safeguarding school memory. Not only to think about the protection of the collections, but
also, as Zaia (2012) points out, to think about its social function within the institution in
which it is located. In consonance with what has been discussed about the construction
of school memory collections, this research seeks to present cultural and social aspects
contained in the collection of the future Center of Memory, Research and Documentation
of the Nucleo de Educacéo Infantil - Escola Paulistinha de Educacdo (CMPDoc/NEI -
Paulistinha), and from the collection, think about the construction of this center of
memory, research and documentation to enable that the history of NEI - Paulistinha be

protected and available to the internal and external community of the institution.
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2 Methodology

For this research were used as a base the collection of photos from the 1980s
until the 2000s, and historical documents such as: Minutes of Paulistinha Meetings,
Registration Book, Memos, Class Diaries, etc. To enable the cataloging of the collection,
these documents and photos were initially scanned and organized in Google drive
folders.

It is also worth making some relevant notes about the construction of the
methodology of this research. The work is being carried out from the Extension Project
"50 years of Paulistinha: from the history”, approved by the Pro-Reitoria de Extenséo e
Cultura (ProEC), of Unifesp on 09/09/2020, under the code 18640/2020, and
contemplated by the Programa Institucional de Bolsas de Extensdo Universitaria (Pibex;
edital ProEC 185/2022), which allows a scholarship student to coordinate the process of
analysis, cataloging and research of the collection, under the supervision of a teacher. In
university extension, as an initial action to preserve the school heritage, Garcia (2012,
p.130) highlights the importance of university extension as "a facilitating agent" in building
the school collection.

Based on the experience of the scholarship holder and the work of members of
NEI Paulistinha as teachers and researchers linked to GEPIEIFOP (Group of Studies and
Research on Childhood, Childhood Education and Teacher Training), a research group
that has been helping in the research work at Paulistinha, it has been possible to build
this initiative to rescue the material and immaterial heritage of the institution. It is also
important to mention that the Covid-19 pandemic made it impossible to carry out some of
the scholar's activities. This caused new strategies to be taken, and that privileged the
photographs that were in the digital collection (in Google Drive folders), and that after the
scholar's visit, in July 2022, part of the physical collection was photographed so that it
could be analyzed together with the photographs from the Google Drive collection.

As previously mentioned, the option for this methodology was due to the

pandemic and restrictions of access to the school space. To analyze the material, we
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started with the theoretical contributions of Souza (2001), Kossy (2012) and Burke (2017)
who deal with the use of images as a form of historical source and its importance for the
historical preservation of institutions as a whole. The analysis of institutional documents is
based on the contributions of Souza and Giacomini (2021, p. 141), who understand the
documentary source as "[...] relevant for the construction of a historical narrative,
especially in the field of History of Education.” In this case, the spectrum of the institutions
addressed is Paulistinha's own. From these analyses, we intend to discuss part of the
collection under treatment to understand the changes, its social contribution and its role

as a school unit in a university context.

3 Results and Discussion

For the analysis of the collection, we will start with the Paulistinha's collection
allocated in a Google Drive folder. In it, it is possible to find photographs of various
moments of the children at school: games, class photos, festivities, among other daily
activities of the community. This collection of photos was created from a group of former
students of Paulistinha on Facebook. With the contributions from this group it was
possible to build this collection that contains records of children, educators, spaces of the
institution in different periods; in festivities and actions that portray the promotion of
health, moments of fun and the inclusion of children in the community.

In this sense, Souza (2001) shows that school photographic records, in a
perspective of analysis of institutional history, can be useful to understand the
preservation of the school's identity and memory, besides evidencing meanings and
emotional and affective ties between students and teachers. Looking at the emotional
and affective aspect of archives and how they can contribute to the rescue of institutional
history and memory, Almeida (2021) clarifies that personal archives make it possible,
within the space of historical research, to know what people produce, their trajectory, as
well as the topics of interest of that person. Considering the relevance of photo

collections as cultural and historical heritage of institutions, Burke (2017) points out that
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the images "capture aspects of material culture that would be very difficult to be
reconstituted otherwise"(BURKE, 2017, p. 145)

In addition to the collection of photographs in the digital folder, in the institution it
is possible to find other various photographs related to the daily life of Paulistinha and
some already cataloged and well organized. Besides the photo album of Christmas
festivities, birthdays, and the "Children's Week", held during the decades from 1980 to
1990, there are also photographs that show the structure and old buildings of the
institution. This is the case of the "Photo Album of Paulistinha's Old Building", from 1994.
This album organizes photos of the old building where the children studied during the
period of expansion of the school buildings in the mid-1990s. In it, it is possible to see
how the organization and architecture were, as well as the daily life and the places where
the activities of the children, employees and teachers of the institution took place:
classrooms, bathrooms, secretary, kitchen, changing room, staff cafeteria, kindergarten
room (Sunflower class), classrooms for two and four-year-old children, the building's
facade, among other spaces.

Image 1: Photo album of the old Paulistinha building in 1994.
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Source: Collection of the Paulistinha Memory, Research and Documentation Center.
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It is also worth noting that in 1997 the NEI - Paulistinha went through a
restructuring process that added significant changes that impacted in part, the practices,
the daily school life and the school structure, with the addition of an official logo and the
move to the new building. This process of change is noted in one of the documents
found, which deals with the "Minutes of Paulistinha Parent-Teacher Meetings" (1991 -
1995). The minutes of August 4, 1994, for example, evidence one of the important
moments that occurred at Paulistinha, which was the move to the new building on August
8, 1994. In this process of change, it is clear the longing and the questions that guided
part of the meeting, which converge directly in the new structure of Paulistinha: possibility
of expanding the attendance with the opening of 1st grade classes and new openings for
the Assisted Education class

In the collection, there is also the "Children's Community Registration Book",
dated 1989. This document is the only one found in the institutional collection that
contains a record of the institution's first name. It is, therefore, an important and
illustrative document of this historical moment, and one of the rare documents of a time
when the school was being constituted as an educational space, which was intended to
be "differentiated”, since its clientele was mostly middle class, as shown in the following
excerpt, taken from the research of Oliveira and Panizzolo (2020, p.175)):

The preference for Community was most likely due to resistance of Families and
Nursing in accepting the name daycare, since at that time the term was
associated with equipment aimed at the less favored strata of society and the

children who attended the institution belonged to the middle stratum of
society. (OLIVEIRA; PANIZZOLO, 2020, p. 175, our emphasis)

Based on this testimony, the authors reaffirm that the Paulistinha school was
known as Comunidade Infantil (Children's Community), and show, based on the account
of Suzana, one of the first mothers of children who attended this institution, the reasons

why the name was chosen for the Paulistinha that was still emerging.

Image 2: Pictures from Paulistinha's Meeting Minutes (1991-1995) and Registration
Book (1989).
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Source: Collection of the Paulistinha Memory, Research and Documentation Center.

To think about the changes of nomenclature of Paulistinha school along the five
decades of its existence also implies, according to Silva and Ferrezin (2022), to
understand the history of this school institution in the context of great social, political,
economic and cultural transformations. In this sense, the registration and preservation of
documents such as the "Pupil Registration Book", dated 1989, constitute important
actions and resources for the maintenance of the school's material and immaterial
heritage.

Other documents that make up part of the collection can also be found in
Paulistinha's facilities: class diaries, occurrence books, memos, floppy disks,
administrative documents, files that in general show a documental wealth that is still
necessary to be analyzed, organized and catalogued. Both are kept in boxes, separated
and organized by date and year, in need of cataloging and organization. In this process, it
is foreseen the construction of a manual that will help the internal and external community
composed by teachers, employees and researchers, to access in a simpler and
organized way the physical and digital collection of the memory, research and

documentation center of Paulistinha.
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4 Final considerations

The analysis of the collection enabled that both passages and historical
processes of the institution could be understood and rediscovered. Although there are
already research works (OLIVEIRA, 2019; OLIVEIRA, PANIZZOLO, 2020; SILVA,
FERREZIN, 2022) on the history and educational practices of the institution, much of the
collection is still unpublished, which means that there are many documents, and
especially photographs, to be known and explored.

The intention is to establish the Paulistinha Memory, Research and
Documentation Center on the institution's premises, which is expected to be inaugurated
in December this year. In this way, we intend to honor the legacy of Marianna Augusto,
creator of the Children's Community, whose desire was also that this school would be a
space for dialogue and training with other educational units. It is also worth mentioning
that some documents found in the collection provide elements for future research that
can contribute to the safeguarding, documentation, and dissemination of the memory of
paulistinha.

Thus, consolidating this space as a way to think about the preservation of
history, both institutional and of the people who built a dream and a full right of Brazilian
citizens: the right to access to education. Today, with this center, we seek the right to
memory and to remember old and still living dreams that, like any child, have in their

early years.
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