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Abstract 
Based on ecofeminist theories, this study aimed to investigate the contributions of 
feminism to environmental education. To this end, articles that adopted this 
perspective (from 2013 to 2023) were selected, identifying intersections with 
environmental education and discussing the formation of ecological subjects. The 
qualitative methodology was based on the guidelines of Godoy (1995) and Minayo 
(2002), using relevant databases (Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e 
Dissertações and national environmental education journals) and content analysis 
to identify patterns, themes and trends of the last ten years. Convergences 
between ecofeminism and environmental education were identified, revealing 
coherent theoretical approaches, trends by areas of knowledge and the number of 
annual publications. Despite achieving its objectives, the study highlights the need 
for more discussions on ecofeminism as an essential interpretative lens to drive 
transformations in the world. 
Keywords: Ecofeminist Theories. Environmental Education. Ecological Subject. 
 

Ecofeminismo e a formação do sujeito ecológico: revisão da bibliografia 
recente (2013 a 2023) 

 
Resumo 
A partir de teorias ecofeministas, o presente trabalho objetivou investigar as 
contribuições do feminismo para a educação ambiental. Para tanto, foram 
selecionados artigos que adotaram essa perspectiva (de 2013 a 2023), 
identificando intersecções com a educação ambiental e discutindo a formação de 
sujeitos ecológicos. A metodologia qualitativa baseou-se nas diretrizes de Godoy 
(1995) e Minayo (2002), recorrendo às bases de dados relevantes (Biblioteca 
Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertações e periódicos nacionais de educação 
ambiental) e à análise de conteúdo para identificar padrões, temas e tendências 
dos últimos dez anos. Identificaram-se as convergências entre o ecofeminismo e 
a educação ambiental, o que revelou abordagens teóricas coerentes, tendências 
por áreas do conhecimento e a quantidade de publicações anuais. Apesar de 
atingir seus objetivos, o estudo ressalta a necessidade de mais discussões sobre 
o ecofeminismo como uma lente interpretativa essencial para impulsionar 
transformações no mundo. 
Palavras-chave: Teorias Ecofeministas. Educação Ambiental. Sujeito Ecológico. 
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1  Introduction 

 

Nowadays, ecofeminism is understood as an epistemological current that criticizes 

the essentialism associated with women, that is, the view that women were born to take 

care of and nurture, since this reductionist view excludes women from economic, political 

and social discussions and activities (Siliprandi, 2000; Oliveira et al., 2021). Gender 

essentialism is a discussion that is present in feminist agendas, since this perception 

supports the existence of fixed characteristics associated with each gender, which 

determines that people are born with certain intrinsic and immutable characteristics related 

to their biological sex. In the context of women, gender essentialism is the belief that there 

is an inherent nature to women that defines them and determines their identity, behaviour 

and roles in society. The danger behind gender essentialism is that it reinforces rigid 

stereotypes and simplistic generalizations about women, reducing them to a single 

category with universalizing characteristics. This view ignores the diversity and multiplicity 

of experiences, identities and expressions of gender that exist among women. It is 

important to emphasize that the characteristics and behaviors attributed to women are the 

result of a social and cultural construction (Cyrino, 2011; Kuhnen, 2013). 

In the academic literature, critical thoughts of ecofeminism are conceived in a 

number of areas: economic, political, scientific and technological, since the current 

economic perspective is characterized by the conception that women and nature are 

unlimited resources, ready to be dominated and exploited in order to provide accumulations 

of wealth. At the same time, from a political perspective, women are identified with nature 

and men with culture, with culture having hierarchically greater values than nature, a notion 

that legitimizes the oppression of female bodies and the exploitation of nature. With regard 

to the scientific and technological perspective, there is an exclusionary view of female 

scientific knowledge (Siliprandi, 2000; Mies; Shiva, 2021). In view of this, 

 
an ecofeminist perspective proposes the need for a new cosmology and a new 
anthropology that recognizes that life is maintained through cooperation, mutual 
care and love. Only then will we be able to respect and preserve the diversity of all 
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forms of life, including their cultural expressions, as the true sources of our  
well-being and happiness (Mies; Shiva, 2021, p. 55). 

 

Environmental education is intrinsically linked to the formation of a social field that 

focuses on concerns about the environment, in which different actors compete for the 

power to define desirable human behaviour and an ideal environment. We can think of the 

organisation of this field as a place where different environmental interpretations and 

meanings are attributed, resulting in the construction of diverse environmental approaches. 

In Brazil, this environmental field is shaped by the collaboration of various social forces, 

especially civil society groups that play a key role in environmental policy. These actors, 

including ecological movements and NGOs, have incorporated environmental issues into 

their agendas, adopting a significant political character and extending their reach beyond 

the spheres of government and experts (Carvalho, 2001).  

As defined at the Tbilisi Conference in 1977, environmental education has several 

essential characteristics, such as its continuous and dynamic process, which aims to 

sensitise people to the environment and enable them to act individually and collectively to 

solve contemporary environmental problems. Furthermore, environmental education is 

transformative, as it seeks to change attitudes and promote a new perspective on relations 

between human beings and the environment, resulting in more sustainable behaviour. 

Another important feature is active participation, encouraging people to get involved in 

environmental issues. An important point to emphasise is that environmental education is 

not just limited to schools, but is comprehensive enough to be incorporated into all spheres 

of education, involving not only students, but also their families and communities. Thus, 

environmental education adopts a global vision, considering all facets of the environment, 

from natural to social, economic, political, historical, cultural, moral, ethical and aesthetic 

aspects (Dias, 2022).  

Environmental education has roots in both the field of education and the 

environmental field. This shows that this segment did not originate exclusively in the 

educational field or in educational theory, but rather as an offshoot of ecological movements 

and the global debate on environmental issues. In terms of government actions, 
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environmental education was initially linked to environmental policies and environmental 

agencies as a form of non-formal education (Carvalho, 2001). 

Through the social relations surrounding environmental issues in Brazil, associated 

with the life and career trajectories of environmental educators, it is possible to plot the idea 

of an “ecological subject”, that is, to describe an ideal type that is constructed in the 

interpretations that give meaning to the environment, considering both long-standing 

tradition and current experiences. In turn, the ecological subject plays an essential role in 

the contemporary environmental narrative, shaping the symbolic landscape of 

environmental professionals in general (Carvalho, 2005). 

We are at the moment facing a socio-environmental crisis that is likely to get worse 

if current degradation behaviour continues. Philippi Jr. and Pelicioni (2014) understand that 

this is not just an environmental problem, but one that is rooted in our culture, way of 

thinking, values and political and economic systems. It's a crisis that goes beyond the 

environment; it's an ontological crisis, of how we see the world. So we can't solve these 

problems just by managing natural resources or considering the environmental impact of 

production. We need to mature as human beings, break down social hypocrisies and 

develop new values and ways of thinking. We are facing a crossroads that makes us rethink 

our culture, beliefs, values and knowledge that guide our daily behaviour. Education plays 

a fundamental role in changing this social paradigm and finding new paths. 

In view of the information given, 

 
in a society of unrestrained consumerism, it is necessary to develop a critical sense 
and discuss the issue of environmental balance and the development of healthy 
and sustainable habits, preparing students to exercise planetary citizenship, to face 
the environmental challenges of the 21st century and to plan their future 
consciously and responsibly, especially at a time when sustainability is becoming 
a prominent value (Brasil, 2022, p. 26). 

 

By delving into the complexity and variables of this field of knowledge, Sauvé 

(2005) understands that there is a significant diversity of approaches and perspectives in 

environmental education. Although all currents share a common concern for the 

environment and recognise the fundamental role of education in this context, different 
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authors, such as researchers, teachers, pedagogues, associations and organisations, 

adopt different discourses and propose different ways of conceiving and practising 

environmental education. Among the currents that have a long tradition in environmental 

education are the naturalist, scientific, humanist and moral/ethical currents. More recent 

currents include the holistic, critical, feminist and ethnographic currents, among others. 

From this perspective, the feminist current in environmental education focuses on 

denouncing power relations in social groups, especially the oppression of women. She 

advocates the integration of feminist perspectives and values into politics, economics and 

society. This approach highlights the association between the oppression of women and 

the exploitation of nature, promoting intuitive, affective and symbolic approaches to 

environmental issues. In addition, this approach also criticises the lack of representation of 

women in environmental education and questions the idea of “sustainable development”, 

pointing out the arrogance of those who promote it, mainly white middle-class men (Sauvé, 

2005). 

The second wave feminist movement, which took place in the 1960s and 1970s, 

brought to light issues related to the oppression of women and the quest for gender 

equality. This movement has shed light on power relations and social inequality, making it 

possible to address issues of environmental justice (Siliprandi, 2021). During the same 

period, the environmental movement grew worldwide. Concerns about pollution, 

environmental degradation and sustainability gained prominence (Beltran, 2019). And 

finally, various theories and criticisms began to emerge, challenging the “dominant social 

paradigm” of exploiting nature. A term defined in order to express “the sets of norms, 

beliefs, values and habits that form the most commonly shared worldview within a culture” 

(Silva; Reis; Amâncio, 2011). 

In this way, it becomes clear that feminism transcends the mere categorisation of 

a critical theory, since it also manifests itself as a philosophy and an interpretative lens that 

is essential for driving transformation in the world. By positioning itself as a fundamental 

precursor for promoting dialogue, feminism sheds light on the interconnections between 

human domination over nature, as well as the inequality between men and women. 
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Over the years, feminism and ecofeminism have diversified, incorporating a wide 

variety of strands and perspectives. This project is fuelled by the struggles, experiences 

and theoretical contributions of feminist movements, social movements, women, activists, 

academics and philosophers from different strands: essentialist, spiritual and constructivist, 

in other words, ecofeminism encompasses several different strands and approaches. 

According to Siliprandi (2000), Bezerra (2020), Souza and Ramírez-Gálvez (2008), some 

of the best-known fields are: 

1 – Essentialist or classical ecofeminism: this strand understands women as beings 

predisposed to preserving nature due to their maternal qualities and ability to generate life, 

making them intrinsically more harmonious with nature. On the other hand, men are 

perceived as dominating nature and women themselves. As a result, men are associated 

with environmental degradation and the economic exploitation of nature and its resources. 

2 – Spiritual ecofeminism: emphasises the spiritual dimension of the relationship 

between women and nature. Among the principles, the connection between feminine 

spirituality and the preservation of the earth stands out, receiving “influence from the 

religious principles of Gandhi in Asia and Liberation Theology in Latin America” (Souza, 

2007, p. 6). This current supports the idea that women have a connection with nature 

through their ability to create life. Spiritual ecofeminism values rituals, ceremonies and 

spiritual practices in order to promote respect, connection and protection of nature. 

3 – Radical ecofeminism: this strand of ecofeminism criticises patriarchal structures 

and male domination over both women and nature. Radical ecofeminism defends the need 

for a fundamental change in power relations and the structure of society in order to achieve 

gender equality and environmental sustainability. 

4 – Constructivist ecofeminism: the constructivist approach to ecofeminism does 

not defend the idea of women's superiority to men in the preservation of nature. Instead, it 

recognises that patriarchy, along with other forms of oppression, plays a role in 

environmental degradation. This emphasises the importance of women in nature 

conservation, not only because of their gender characteristics, but also because of their 

role in the family, emotional and economic spheres. 
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These strands are not unique and exclusive; many ecofeminists adopt an 

integrated approach, combining elements from various strands. We must emphasise that 

ecofeminism is a diverse and constantly evolving field, with different interpretations and 

perspectives on the relationship between gender, nature and social justice. In this context, 

ecofeminism reveals itself as a collective and collaborative product of a diverse group of 

women activists, academics and philosophers from different parts of the world. Through 

their contributions, men and women have sustained this movement by raising agendas and 

stimulating debates about the interconnections between gender, the environment and 

social justice (Beltran, 2019). 

This topic has compiled and problematised the theoretical foundations of 

environmental education and ecofeminism. In the next section, we describe the course of 

the literature review in order to investigate the contributions of feminism to environmental 

education. 

 

2  Methodology 

 

This work is a literature review, integrated with a qualitative research approach. 

According to Godoy (1995), this approach is especially relevant when investigating events 

related to the human sphere. Minayo (2002) describes it as “groping” research, because it 

generates progressively more detailed results and criteria as it progresses. Godoy (1995) 

emphasises the need for a holistic understanding of the phenomena being analysed, taking 

into account the researcher's perspective during fieldwork, observing and understanding 

the problem in the context that grounds the research. He emphasises that in a discipline 

where the observer shares the same nature as the object of study, the observer becomes 

an intrinsic part of the observation process (Godoy, 1995, p. 21; Minayo, 2002, p. 13;  

Lévi-Strauss, 1975, p. 215). 

We defined this research as a state of knowledge, according to Magalhães Júnior 

and Batista (2021), which consists of a comprehensive and critical investigation of the 

knowledge generated in a specific field of study. This type of research can take place in 
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research focused on the critical and reflective mapping of existing productions or as part of 

academic studies, such as monographs, dissertations and theses, playing a crucial role in 

justifying the value of the research carried out (Magalhães Júnior; Batista, 2021). 

We turned to the Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertações, as well as 

the journals Sergipana de Educação Ambiental, Ambiente e Educação, Pesquisa em 

Educação Ambiental, Revista Eletrônica do Mestrado em Educação Ambiental and Revista 

Brasileira de Educação Ambiental. The keywords included “ecofeminism”, “women”, 

“feminism”, “feminist ecology”, with the search limited to the last ten years (2013 to 2023). 

We established selection criteria, including an explicit approach to the term ecofeminism 

and a discussion, experience or quote related to ecofeminism. 

To analyse the data, we used content analysis, a methodological approach often 

used to study and understand textual materials. According to Minayo (2007), this analysis 

involves systematising and interpreting information to identify patterns, themes, categories 

and underlying meanings. The process includes stages such as pre-analysis, exploration 

of the material, treatment of the results and interpretation (Minayo; Gomes, 2007). 

The review, carried out between July and September 2023, involved reading and 

re-reading the papers found in the last ten years. The documents were analysed to identify 

direct links with ecofeminism, trends in areas of knowledge, number of publications per 

year and links with environmental education and/or the formation of the ecological subject. 

The next section presents the selected articles, contributing to a deeper understanding of 

the current state of knowledge on ecofeminism and environmental education. 

 

3  Results and Discussion 

 

The results of this stage were organised as follows: during a floating reading, we 

identified that of the 70 articles initially found, only 38 offered an in-depth definition of the 

topic. The other articles mentioned elements in a scattered way in the text or in the 

reference, or dealt indirectly with the subject studied. Due to the absence of keywords and 
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essential concepts for clarification, these documents were discarded for the next phase. 

This analysis made it possible to understand the extent of the subject. 

In the search conducted in the Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e 

Dissertações, we identified a greater number of works directly related to the topic, totalling 

39 documents. It is worth emphasising that only the keywords “ecofeminism” and “feminist 

ecology” were considered in this database, since the keyword “women” resulted in works 

that were not aligned with the field of environmental education. 

When we repeated the search in the other journals, we noticed that many of the 

previously selected articles recurred, possibly due to the keywords used. The results of this 

initial stage were therefore organised based on the articles found, as shown in table 1. 

 

Table 1 – Results of the searches carried out on the data platforms 

 Ecofeminism Women Feminism Feminist ecology 

Database Texts found Texts found Texts found Texts found Texts found Texts found Texts found Texts found 

Biblioteca Digital 

Brasileira de 

Teses e 

Dissertações 

 

65 

 

39 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

80 

 

8 

Revista 

Sergipana de 

Educação 

Ambiental 

 
4 

 
2 

 
34 

 
2 

 
3 

 
0 

 
2 

 
0 

Revista 

Ambiente e 

Educação 

0 0 6 4 1 1 0 0 

Revista 

Pesquisa em 

Educação 

Ambiental 

2 1 20 2 3 0 3 0 

Revista 

Eletrônica do 

Mestrado em 

Educação 

Ambiental 

 

0 

 

0 

 

18 

 

8 

 

3 

 

1 

 

0 

 

0 

Revista 

Brasileira de 

 
0 

 
0 

 
10 

 
1 

 
1 

 
1 

 
0 

 
0 
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Educação 

Ambiental 

TOTAL 71 42 88 17 11 3 85 8 

 

Source: Authors (2024). 

 

As shown in figure 1, the highest search rates are concentrated in the Biblioteca 

Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertações. When analysed, it was possible to identify that 

only the Revista Brasileira de Educação Ambiental did not provide in-depth information or 

direct links to the topic. From another perspective, the Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses 

e Dissertações and the Revista Ambiente e Educação have provided in-depth definitions 

of the subject in their identified works. On the other hand, the Revista Pesquisa em 

Educação Ambiental had a direct relationship with the topic, but did not provide an in-depth 

analysis of the theory or indirect relations. 

 

Figure 1 – Analysis by database/journals consulted 

 
 

Source: Authors (2024). 
Caption: RD: Direct Relationship. RI: Indirect Relationship. DA: In-depth Definition. BDBTD: 
Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertações. RSEA: Revista Sergipana de Educação 
Ambiental. REA: Revista Ambiente e Educação. RPEA: Revista Pesquisa em Educação 
Ambiental. REMEA: Revista Eletrônica do Mestrado em Educação Ambiental. RBEA: Revista 
Brasileira de Educação Ambiental. 
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With regard to the diversity of this topic, it became clear that there are many 

different ways of acting and thinking about a single theory. Ecofeminist theories can be 

appropriated by different areas of research that explore data and reflections that are 

extremely important for fields of study with differences in struggles and oppressions, with 

the aim of ensuring that the different movements that defend the rights of groups and 

causes are improving their approaches, especially when they work in unequal, multicultural 

and constantly changing societies. 

That said, of the 38 papers that explored the definition of ecofeminism, the trends 

by field of knowledge were analysed. In general, the areas of Law and Languages had the 

highest number of papers, with around 15% of the results. The works, in short, critically 

address gender oppression and women's civil rights and even cases of environmental 

injustices associated with disasters, such as the impacts of women in the Brumadinho 

region. The field of Languages, on the other hand, involved the topic from a literary 

perspective, given the importance of ecological studies in the current environmental and 

social crisis scenario, as well as the expansion of interpretative approaches to the texts of 

Clarice Lispector and other authors. 

Communication is the second area that has produced the most papers on the 

subject. Within this theme, the papers looked at the way in which many feminist 

mobilisations organise themselves in the face of certain realities. 

The field of Education, on the other hand, accounted for 10% of the results. At this 

point, it should be noted that one of the papers in this section related to the articulation of 

ecofeminism in the teaching of science and biology, and another correlated it with critical 

environmental education. The results of this observation are shown in figure 2. 
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Figure 2 – Analyses by area of knowledge 

 

 
Source: Authors (2024). 

 

With regard to the number of papers published per year, papers are identified from 

2014 onwards, with low registrations in 2014, 2015 and 2017. However, in the last two 

years, 2021 and 2022, this research has identified a trend towards an increase in the 

production of works on the subject. According to Osório (2018), the lack of reflection and 

encouragement on this issue can trigger cases of inequality, moving away from the 

principles of sustainable development with a focus on the social and humanised aspect. 

This highlights the importance of discussions and reflections on this subject. The data is 

shown in figure 3. 
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Figure 3 – Number of publications per year 

 

 
Source: Authors (2024). 

 

For the interpretation phase, only the work that referred to the subject from a 

formative perspective was selected, i.e. the article referring to the area of education was 

selected, since none of the other areas analysed presented direct relations with the 

formation of the ecological subject. Therefore, within the field of education, only one work 

correlated critical environmental education with the theme addressed. The selected work 

is shown in table 2. 

 

Table 2 – Works selected for interpretation 

Title Authorship Journal Year of publication 

Educación ambiental 

crítica y feminismos del 

sur: un diálogo 

ineludible 

 

Mara Karidy Palanco 

Zuleta 

 

Revista Ambiente e 

Educação 

 

2021 

 
Source: Authors (2024). 

 

Next, we will focus our analysis on a more in-depth examination of the chosen 

work, exploring its interpretations and the significant implications it brings to this research. 
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In the work in question, Zuleta (2021) emphasises the historical importance of 

environmental education, which originated at the 1972 meeting in Stockholm to discuss 

environmental issues. Since then, it has been recognised that environmental education has 

a responsibility to create formative spaces that develop critical thinking, promoting 

democratic participation and raising public awareness of environmental issues. However, 

the author emphasises the need for a critical analysis within environmental education, 

avoiding the perpetuation of patriarchal and colonial discourses. 

Environmental education is jeopardised when the historical subjugation of women 

persists, questioning how we can promote democratic thinking under such circumstances. 

The author emphasises that environmental education must transcend the vision of financial 

prosperity and challenge the capitalist system that limits education to the fulfilment of norms 

and obedience. Zuleta (2021) explores how the traditional epistemology of the natural and 

social sciences is androcentric, influencing education and the approach to environmental 

education. It also emphasises the need to identify the roots of these thoughts, which 

perpetuate symbolic, material and epistemic violence against communities not aligned with 

the dominant vision. In addition, the author discusses the sexist, binary and colonial 

influence on scientific production, with an emphasis on the importance of actively 

questioning positions that legitimise oppressive behaviours and discourses. 

The reflection extends to the influence of sexist, binary and colonial logic on 

scientific production, demanding a deep reflection on the epistemologies and practices that 

perpetuate gender, race and class stereotypes. Authors De Borba and Moreira (2015) 

introduce the concept of neofeminism, which Zuleta (2021) associates with feminisms from 

the global South; she emphasises its relevance for challenging stereotypes and promoting 

more inclusive and equitable environmental education. Zuleta's work (2021) raises the 

crucial question of how environmental education can effectively engage with the various 

feminist and ecofeminist perspectives. It emphasises the need to deconstruct stereotypes 

in the production of knowledge and to adopt anti-colonial and anti-patriarchal positions in 

education in order to promote a more inclusive approach. 
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In short, ecofeminist movements highlight the fundamental role of women in the 

search for a new sustainability paradigm, emphasising intersectionality and the need to 

approach feminist issues from an ecological perspective. Ecofeminists such as Rosendo 

and Kuhnen (2015), based on Karen Warren, propose a connection between oppressions, 

arguing that nature, often personified as feminine, must be analysed in relation to the role 

and treatment of women in patriarchal society (Miranda; Santos, 2019). 

From this perspective, we understand that: 

 
women, along with other marginalised groups, can be considered, from the 
perspective of ecofeminism, as socio-environmental agents who suffer the unequal 
distribution of the effects of environmental degradation. It is women in Brazil who 
are usually responsible for travelling long distances to collect water, for collecting 
recyclable materials and for family farming, and who bear the cost of soil 
contamination, the use of pesticides, infertility and breast cancer. [...] What the 
patriarchal model has socially constructed as the sexual division of labour and the 
social role of women, such as raising children, providing food and maintaining the 
home, often puts women in contact with and in a relationship of dependence on the 
environment, which is why feminist and environmental demands are also combined 
(Miranda; Santos, 2019, p. 132). 

 

The issues faced by women are not exclusive to the present day, as evidenced by 

the 2023 Enem essay, which addressed the invisibility of women and its alignment with the 

principles of essentialism. Philosopher Silvia Federici (2017) argues that capitalism 

depends on sexism, racism and other forms of oppression, especially the subjugation of 

women, to consolidate itself as a system. She points out that the sexual division of labour 

was a crucial power relationship for capitalist accumulation. 

The structuring of capitalism and the hegemonic system involved the exploitation 

of women's labour, especially with the separation between reproductive and productive 

practices. During the transition to the monetary economy, productive activities for the 

market were valorised, while reproductive activities, associated with the supposed  

natural-biological role of women, were devalued and unpaid. This fragmentation of labour 

resulted in the precariousness of proletarian women. 

The system was established on the exploitation of resources and women. In 

contrast, ecofeminist movements seek new ways of living together on the planet, proposing 
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sustainable development and opposing capitalist and patriarchal exploitation, which affects 

the ecosystem and women. 

Discussions about sustainable development within capitalism are complex, with 

economic standards often justifying actions that are harmful to the environment. The liberal 

perspective puts economic development above all else, criticising environmental protection 

laws as obstacles to global growth. Ecofeminist theory highlights the importance of 

recovering and valuing both the ecosystem and women, who have been relegated to the 

role of reproducing labour by the patriarchal system and modernity, while nature has 

become an object of domination in favour of capital.  

 
4  Conclusions 

 

This paper investigated the valuable contributions of ecofeminist theories to 

environmental education research, questioning the supposed link between women and 

nature and emphasising the importance of a critical approach that avoids gender 

essentialisms. 

Ecofeminist movements have been fundamental in criticising the exploitation of 

women and nature by patriarchal capitalism, as they emphasise the importance of 

overcoming these forms of oppression in order to achieve sustainable development. We 

emphasise the urgency of this issue, especially given the damaging consequences of 

environmental destruction, which mainly affects people below the line of privilege, as 

demonstrated by intersectionality. 

Patriarchal capitalism has proven to be incompatible with promoting sustainability 

that guarantees life on the planet and social justice. Therefore, the solution to the 

environmental crisis and the emancipation of women must address these interconnected 

problems, demanding a radical change in the structure and organisation of society, based 

on the ethics of responsibility and good living between human beings and the entire 

biodiversity of the planet. Despite the various strands of ecofeminism, this segment has 

been a significant meeting point between feminism and ecology, both of which share a 
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central concern with human, social and ecological sustainability. This goes beyond mere 

survival to include the quest for equity and quality of life. These goals can only be achieved 

if we consider care for life and adjust economic development to the biological and 

ecological rhythm. 

In this way, this work has achieved its objectives by identifying that ecofeminisms 

provide enriching guidelines for environmental education. It is crucial to encourage more 

discussion on this segment, as ecofeminisms transcend the mere categorisation of a critical 

theory; they also manifest as a philosophy and an interpretative lens that is essential for 

driving transformation in the world. By presenting itself as a fundamental precursor for 

promoting dialogue, ecofeminism sheds light on the interconnections between human 

domination over nature and inequality between men and women. 
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